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Once a Marine...

Maoss Creek
residents ‘adopt’ a
group of Marines in
Irag.
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Hoger Garreay wasn't a Masimg
for very Inng, bl in the Corpe that
never seEms (D matter.

H wims 11 U CoTpa, onoe upan
a tme. He was and Is, bouruse you
mver siop baing 8 Marine.

Garresan mirnved 1o Moss Creok
from Mew Jewsay n 2003, The
ithode Island native served from
1952-1955 but missed Konm,

He wanted to go. He begged o
g0, His rergeant wouldn'thet him,

Inginad, he was orderod to main
ss an evisten eecirician, Cood
call. He fell in love with it and |aft
ther Corpes i "53| pursue & carser
a3 an electrical engineor

Heo worked for Ma Hebl and
hedpreel  BMcDonnell  Douglass
davelnp anti hallistic misslies dur-
ing the Cald War.

He retired from ATET i 1956
after 47 yenrs with the company.

"1 inad a wonderfinl o, [ owe
il all to the Corps,” hee said. *(f ihal
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sirpeant had listened o me and
sent e (o EoTed, T never would
have got into elecoontes, assum-
ing1 eve: meidc it back"

ITe made it back. So now he's

giving back.

Gaurresn helped found the Moss
Creek Marines Inte last year. He
and twn other Marines foumd
themselves at a poty, whare they
began (o remindsca shout their
service and other Marines oy
knew In Moss Creck.

"W smid, Tesx, youknw, thers
ang anough formor Marines hers'"
s formm & club, Garres said, "We
said Wi ougit to get tapether in
calebrate the Marive Corps’ binh-
iy, part of the traditien, on Nov.
mnr

Thal wes 2005, Plans fell thiough
that fall, &0 {hoy're planning the
first MCM memiwrs-onky Marina
Corpe party this Novermber,

Beel thoy're dolng maore than
thai. The Miws Crewic Marines
huve “adopred” & group of 80
Ml in Ireg.

One of the MCM's membeys,
Elll Mott, has & son in-luw serving
i Iruey with 2nd Recon Habiafion,
Alpha Compsny, Unt 26676

The: binss Creck Marines asked
lheir overseas  hwethren  what
fleny'el moet like from o, Tho
answer; Calling cards.

“That was thel vhoioe,” Gar-

roau aaid.

The group’s collécling a mini-
murm of 820 pear member io buy
cards, but soma have doneted
$150.

Although (he groun’s mambar-
ship is fimited (o Marings for théir
refattves) in MossCroek, participa-
tiue i the driveto halp active duty
s Marines Is cenainby ot

To  dopofe, el Garreau
g1 030-2240 o poomil WmoE
Towiyrmhurgray.com | of call irea-
surer BID ot o B37-50686,

"It means everything doreding
like ihis," Gamoan sald. “That's
whai youte there {in the Corps)

firr. it's  Job you diw You're pagt of ol

the Copps; alhways fafihful. Semper
FL
"You're sopwewhere (o do & job _

and we ke (hat very seivusly,
bt 1tk afss you wani in
Tael Tike ii's uppreciated - you want

& pat on the back, (o have sup-

o, i sl

That applies io-ull active-duty
Marines. “But whven you'nd in the
thizk of things, | think it's mom
impurtant,” Garesu sald,

Mroes  Creck  Merines
nclude 28 fopmwes Marines, two
fomuer Navy Corpemen (wha
sarve ay Marine Corps medics),
the widaw af s farrmer Matine, and
the mother of a Marina erving
Ve Reas,

Roger Garrasu

COMING MONDAY:;

We focus on the
week ahead!
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